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known by the name of Union Labor, absorbed
its remnants. Other Greenbackers returned to
the Republican party from which they had
come, while some joined the Democratic party.
President Cleveland received the support of a *
good many independents who were chiefly inter-
ested in good government and who had little
interest in social politics.

In 1886 Weaver referred to himself as a
Greenbacker in a discussion in Congress in re-
gard to the lack of definite policies or tests of
membership in the two old parties. He told
the Democrats that "we Greenbackers in Iowa
affiliate with you and here in this House as far
as we can, but, reserving to ourselves all the
time the right to our own independence and tfre
independence of the organization .... If
the Democratic party will do anything for the
people of this country, we say, amen. "We will
help you to doit."284

Two years later in July, 1888, in explanation
of charges of inconsistency in his public utter-
ances, he described his party changes from be-
fore the Civil War to the time at which he was
speaking. He gave his reasons for leaving the
Eepublican party in 1877, declaring that the
events of the past ten years had justified his
action. He spoke of himself as a member of
the Union Labor party, '' into which the Green-
back party has practically merged, along with